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Issue No 6                                                                                                             January 2008
Introduction

Happy New Year to all our readers!  Rehearsals for Mack & Mabel are now well under way and will resume on Tuesday 8th January 2008.  Members are encouraged to sell as many tickets as they can as soon as they can.

Social Events and Fund Raising

Race Night
Following the success of the Race Night  last February,  another has been arranged for Friday 8th February 2008 at 7.30pm in St Peter’s Church Hall,  Lutton Place.
Please note the above change of details from those previously announced.
Tickets for Company members and their friends are now available  from the
Social Committee:  Lesley McKenna,  Margaret Armitage and Pearl Millican.

The last Race Night proved to be a very enjoyable way of raising much needed funds
for Titanic, let’s see if we can do the same for Mack & Mabel.
After-Show Party
An After-Show Party will be held after our last performance of Mack & Mabel on       Saturday 1st March 2008.  Details will be announced later.

Raffle

The Social Committee are running  raffles, with donated prizes, among Company Members on a fortnightly basis.  The proceeds  will offset some of the cost of putting on the
After Show Party and reduce ticket prices. The Social Committee would welcome donations of items as raffle prizes.
Money Matching
Money Matching is a scheme whereby certain employers will agree to donate a sum of money, up to an agreed limit, equivalent to that raised by an employee for a charitable purpose.  As The Bohemians are a registered charity, they can  benefit from this. 
The Business Manager,  Peter Tomassi,  will be glad to explain what is involved, and to 
help with all aspects of setting up a Money Matching procedure.
Festival Fringe Concerts- dates for your diary
Following the success of the two Fringe Concerts put on during the last Edinburgh Festival,  the following dates have been booked for the same venue – St Andrew’s & St George’s in George Street:  Tuesday 19th & Wednesday 20th August 2008.
Please note these dates. Further details will follow.

NODA (National Operatic & Dramatic Association)
NODA is the major representative body for amateur theatre in the U.K., as stated by their website  www.noda.org.uk
Russell Lawrie attended their AGM and Scottish Conference late last year and as always found it a useful and enjoyable event. NODA’s next Summer School will be from 2nd - 9th August 2008 at Loughborough University. The Summer School includes courses covering various aspect of acting, directing, stage management etc. For further information, please speak to Russell or see their website.

Local Heroes

There is a feeling that a better name than Local Heroes could be found for this group.

For an explanation of the background and purpose of this group,  please see the informative article below kindly supplied by Robin Whike. If you then have any ideas for another name for the group,  please let Robin or any of the Committee know.
“Local Heroes was formed about six years ago when The Bohemians Executive Committee called an informal meeting of representatives from amateur operatic Companies who regularly staged productions at Theatres managed Edinburgh Festival Theatres (which included the King’s and Festival Theatres). The meeting was hosted by Robin Whike and Marlene Stewart from The Bohemians and was attended by representatives from the Southern Light Opera Company, The Edinburgh Gang Show, Edinburgh Music Theatre, Edinburgh Grand Opera and The Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Edinburgh.  The object of the original meeting was generally,  to discuss matters of mutual interest but more specifically, to form a pressure group to ensure the long-term viability of the King’s Theatre which was (and still is) threatened with closure. At that time,  the Centenary of the King’s was fast approaching and it was thought that the event would help focus attention on the state of the building and bring to the public’s notice the “Festival City” losing one of its prime assets.

Well, the Centenary came and went and very little was done apart from a hole-in-the-corner celebration which was staged by Edinburgh’s amateurs and which,  it must be admitted, produced some very fine performances,  not least by The Bohemians representative,
Ian McInnes, who gave a breathtaking rendering of Gethsemane from Jesus Christ Superstar.

Why Local Heroes? The “Local” is self explanatory but the “Heroes” I have always found a bit patronising. The title was dreamed up by John Stalker, the Festival Theatre General Manager, and was initially intended to be used by Theatre Management as a marketing tool. It does not seem to have been terribly successful.

And what has the group achieved?  I have to admit that our achievements to date fall well short of our original hopes and expectations.  One of the reasons for this I feel is that the organisation has never been formed into a properly constituted Company with clear Aims and Objectives and a proper Membership structure.  It has in fact become something of a talking shop with no bite. Noteworthy achievements are conspicuous by their absence and I am very sad that what started out as an enthusiastic and forward-thinking group has fallen
by the wayside.

The group still meets and discusses various topics of mutual interest but a new approach with some real “fire in the belly” is needed. All the original problems from six years ago 
are still there, and in the meantime,  a few extra ones have been added!”
Newsletters on The Bohemians website
The Bohemians Newsletters are now being put on the Bohemians  website: www.bohemians.org.uk
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